The Margins of Love
in Confemporary
Korean Cinemay ™ " .

Recently, South Korean cinema has undergone a dramatic change, making visible a range of
figures wholly new, marginalized or heretofore invisible on film. They are made visible through
melodramatic narratives and romantic themes, arguably the dominant modalities of South
Korean cinema. This lecture explores the significance of this cinematic transformations, concen-
trating on a central tension: how, on the one hand, the radical difference of the newly visible
figures is contained by melodramatic love stories and, on the other, the excesses of melodrama
sometimes push the new figures into a critique of the very terms of their marginalization.
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